is the fourth project in this series which has at its core a principal of fostering local and South Coast Aboriginal traditions and culture through working and engaging directly with Aboriginal communities and artists. Consultation with these communities and artists has at all times been integral to its development and has assisted in maintaining the project's integrity and continued relevance, as well as contributing to its ongoing success. City Gallery -the highly successful exhibition at Project was a great inspiration and resource.
Naomi wanted to redress an erroneous perception she observed generally at that time, that only the art of remote Aboriginal people was 'authentic' and urban Aboriginal art was somehow not. This was a common misconception even with the great work of Boomalli Aboriginal Artists' Cooperative, founded in Sydney in 1987 to confront the lack of representation of urban Aboriginal art within the wider art scene; and to debunk predominant stereotypes of Aboriginality and aesthetic production. 5 Naomi wrote a successful Regional Galleries Association funding application and the project was on its way. The seed of an idea was planted at the Gallery and it was in fertile ground. The vision and purpose of the Gallery was seen as simply to use every resource possible to propel the Gallery into the daily lives of as many people as possible. In this exhibition many of these stories are harmonised through the participation in print making workshops; the results of these workshops express the myriad of artists' subjects and ideas in the one visual language, comprising an amazing narrative of the region, testament
to the vibrancy and cultural activity of the South Coast. Cultural activity in the region is growing and everpresent. In 2006 Biamanga and Gulaga National Parks were handed back to the traditional Yuin land owners, after almost 30 years of protesting, while the local Dhurga language has been taught at Broulee Public School for the past 5 years. Julie Freeman poetically attested to this continuation in conversation, "we were painters, we were dancers, and we were singers, and we are still painting, we are still dancing and we are still singing". 11 Jonathan Jones Mally's work draws on personal experience and memories living in saltwater country on the South Coast.
Her subject matter also includes landscapes and animals, particularly the cockatoo in this exhibition. Her painting is typically detailed and layered with meaning; she has seamlessly translated this skill to highly refined woodcuts, developed recently at Duck Print Fine Art Studio, Port Kembla. Mally's motivation comes from the enjoyment she finds in producing art, and having an outlet to communicate her personal stories and connection to her family's country. Mally has formal qualifications in Aboriginal Art and Cultural Practices from Nowra TAFE, yet she is also self taught as a result of many years of sharing her own knowledge and learning from others while working in the arts on the South Coast.
Like many artists on the South Coast, Mally is not only a practicing artist, but also an active and valuable member of the art community, most recently through her position as Coordinator 
